
PS 3.5
HOW DO WE REDUCE THE IMPACT OF HEALTHCARE ON THE

ENVIRONMENT?



| BACKGROUND

Healthcare is one of the most polluting industries, responsible for nearly 5% of total global greenhouse gases1 and
generating over a tonne of waste per hospital bed each year2. The COVID-19 pandemic has also greatly exacerbated the use
of single-use plastics which have limited potential for recycling.

In this session we look at the opportunities for ‘greening health’ with a focus on real world examples driving change at
global, national and local levels.

| OBJECTIVES

By attending this session you will -

Understand the challenge of why we can’t achieve true health without healthy health systems

Hear from a panel of international experts on strategies for implementing policy level change in your health systems
and organisations

See four real world examples of initiatives reducing the impact of healthcare on the environment which we hope will
spread

Learn key strategies on how to build local collaboratives to accelerate how we can make healthcare more green



Moderator

Ashley McKimm
Director of Partnership Development

British Medical Journal
United Kingdom

Dr Ashley McKimm is Editor-in-Chief of BMJ Innovations. Published by the British Medical Journal, BMJ Innovations focuses on
emerging digital health, medical devices, process and system innovations. The journal champions high-quality original
research, early-stage innovation reports, and systemic and narrative reviews. Prior to this he was founding editor of BMJ
Open Quality - which focused on quality improvement and patient safety.

Ashley is also Director of Partnership Development at BMJ where he leads a team building global collaborations to improve
healthcare. Previously he practised as a medical doctor in the UK before being seconded as a Clinical Advisor to the NHS
England National Medical Director where he worked on national patient safety and harm reduction programmes.

He is also past Director of the International Forum on Quality and Safety in Healthcare and Chairman of the UK Medical
Journalists’ Association.


